H2                   PRACTICAL EDUCATION.

a single "trade" or only one practical mechanical
calling For an industrial art (I do not say a fine
art) training makes it very easy for boy or girl to take
up any calling whatever, though it were cookery or
shop-tending or tailoring, because other and more
practical faculties than those involved in " the three
B/s " have been awakened. I had ample opportunity
to ascertain that my female pupils did positively make
"better shop-girls in consequence of having had their
quickness of practical perception and constructiveness
developed. No single trade-teaching can effect this.
Now to learn industrial art-work, design is necessary,
and the pupils thus acquire intelligence of the great
fact that there is a systein in all works, and in life*
Those may call this too theoretical and ideal who
will. It will be more fully tested in the future.
The greatest difficulty with which I had to contend
was that of making the public understand that my
system was a geneial preparation of the young for
any occupation, and not a special training for certain
kinds of works. I do not know how many scores of*
"sensible, practical" people, after looking at and
admiring the children's work, have said: " It is all very
fine, to be sure, but don't you think the childreti would
do better if they were learning the beginnings of
trades by which they could make a living?" Now I
have never doubted that it is better to teach boys
turning and metal-work and carpentering than nothing.
But I contend that for all children, ^ e.} of both sexes,
of tender years between the infant school and fourteen
years, or let us say from eight to twelve, the minor arts
are the best which can be taught, and that they form
the one proper preparation for trades.